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Echoes of Ellis Island is a photographic essay taken by photographer 

Janine Coyne.  Coyne photographed this extensive body of work in 

1989-1990.  They were first shown at The Statue of Liberty for six 

months prior to the reopening of Ellis Island to the public. 
 

Echoes of Ellis Island embody both the restoration taking place and the 

decayed, abandoned areas of Ellis Island.  Coyne uses light and per-

spective to transform rooms and corridors into illuminating beauty.  Her 

compositions are strong and are complemented by the wide tonality of 

black and white and the richness of color.   
 

Janine Coyne first visited Ellis Island in the early 1970’s enticed by sto-

ries told by her maternal and paternal grandparents who emigrated from 

Italy and came to New York through Ellis Island.  Her photographs are 

included in the permanent collections of The Brooklyn Museum, The 

Museum of The City of New York and The National Museum of Immi-

gration on Ellis Island.  Janine Coyne is a professor at Kingsborough 

Community College and The College of Staten Island of The City Uni-

versity of New York where she teaches photography. 
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Huntington Public Library 338 Main Street , Huntington, NY 11743  ·   631-427-5165   

artgallery@thehuntingtonlibrary.org 

mailto:janinecoyne@aol.com
mailto:artgallery@thehuntingtonlibrary.org

